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philis Patients
Died Untreated
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it now is too late to treat sypb-
ilis in any of the study's
surviving volunteers

But PHS doctors say they
are rendering whatever other
medical services they can give
to the survivors while the
study of the disease's effects
continues

The experiment, called the
Tuskegee Study, began in 1932
with about 0 black men,
mostly poor and uneducated,
from Tuskegee, Ala., an area
which had the highest syphilis
rate in the nation at the time.

One-third of the group was
free of sphyilis; two-thirds
showed evidence of the dis-
ease In the syphilitic group,
half were given the best treat-
ment known at the time, but

the other half -about 200 men,

received no treatment at all
for syphlilis, PHS officials say.

As incentives to &énter the
ywogram, the men were prom-
sed free transportation to and
rom hospitals, free hot lunch-
es, froe medicine for any”
diseases other than syphilis
and free burial after autopsies
were performed.

The Tuskegee Study began
10 years before penicillin was
discovered w bDe a cure for
syphilis and 1S years before
the -d'ug became widely avall-
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‘The American people are sorry
Survivors of syphulis

experiments graciously
dccept nation's apology
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